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‘*When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke xxii 
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HILE there is much activity in 

all the churches now that the 
twentieth century has had a_ good 
start, there is no sign of a general re- 
vival of religion such as was promised 
by the “committees” appointed for the 
purpose last year. The thought of the 
day seems to be directed toward the 


material and philanthropic rather 


than the spiritual life of man. 

The religion of humanity is com- 
mended and extolled and the human 
character of Christ is lauded, at the 
expense, in many instances, of His 
divine mission, 


When __ the 


comes—and all Christians are praying 


revival of religion 
it might be soon—the question will 
be asked, and it should be asked 
now—Why did God send His Son on 
earth? There are many answers to 
that question abroad in the world to- 
day such as, To make known the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brother- 
hood of Man, but the Christian will 
prefer the words of our Lord him- 
self when He quoted Isaiah (Luke 
4:18), or Paul's in his letter to Tim- 
othy (1.1:15). Christ died for those 
who are “dead in sins,” and rose again 
that they by His power might rise 
to righteousness and glory. When 
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men realize that they are sinners, and 
in the light of the Gospel are ready 
to acknowledge their condition—it is 
all important to know that there is one 
“Behold the 
lamb of God that taketh away the sin 
of the world.” The Atonement of 
Christ is the key to the mystery of 


who can take away sin. 


the love of God for sinful man. 
“Christ died for the ungoaly. Scarcely 
for a righteous man will one die; yet 
peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die. But God 
commendeth His love toward us, in 
that while we were vet sinners, Christ 
died for us.” (Rom. 5.) 

If that teaching goes hand in hand 
with humanitarian work the results: 
will be most beneficial and lasting. 
“Being now justified by His blood, 
reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life.” All men 
who helieve that, who know it to be 
true, have fellowship one with an- 
other—the true brotherhood of man. 
Redeemed by His blood ; saved by His 
life. ‘Wherefore He is able to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them.” (Heb. 


7:25.) 
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Rome and the Press. 

The article by Rev. A. W. Leonard, 
of Rome, Italy, will attract attention 
especially the opening sentences: 

“If a Protestant minister renounces 
his faith and becomes a Roman Cath- 
olic the news is spread far and wide, 
both by the religious and secular 
press. On the other hand if a Catho- 
lic priest renounces his faith and be- 
comes a Protestant, for some unac- 
countable reason the religious press 
takes little notice of the fact, and the 
secular press has nothing whatever to 
Say.” 

That statement is nothing new to 
the readers of this Magazine. For 
nearly twenty years we have been call- 
ing attention to the suppression of 
the facts of contemporary history by 
the secular press in regard to the con- 
version of priests of the Church of 
Rome, and the Protestant religious 
press has not been much better in 
such cases. When will there be a 
change in this respect? The Roman 
Church, like the daily press, is of this 
world, and they go hand in hand in 
their work. But the religious papers 
that know what Romanism is, should 
not take their cue in matters of relig- 
ious news from a press that lauds 
every act of the Roman hierarchy. 
Mr. Leonard, who is a son of the 


Rev. Dr. Leonard, missionary secre- 


tary of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, puts the case well. 


— 


Extension of Christ’s Mission Work. 
Another item in his article—that a 
home for priests who desire to leave 
the Roman Catholic Church has been 
established in Italv—is very encour- 
aging. When Dr. Charles W. Drees, 
the great South American missionary 


(now in San Juan, Porto Rico), last 
spoke in Christ's Mission, he said 
there should be such an institution 
in every Priests would 
leave the Catholic Church in much 
larger numbers if they had a resting 
place and friends to receive them un- 
til they get their bearings in the new 
life before them. We hope the friends 
who are interested in the work of 
Christ’s Mission will make it so suc- 
cessful that other institutions like it 
will be established, as has been done 
by all the Protestant denominations 
in Rome. 


country. 


With the co-operation of 
God’s people Christ’s Mission will 
grow into a much larger work. 


The Jesuits Dangerous. 

By the law of England the Jesuits 
have no legal standing in that coun- 
try. If the law were enforced they 
could be compelled to leave. In It- 
aly, France and Germany they are 
In the latter 
country an effort was made three 
years ago to rescind the law, but it 
was not successful. 


also excluded by law. 


Last month (Jan- 
uary 28) the matter came before the 
German Parliament again, when the 
Imperial Secretary of State referred 
to ‘the deeply rooted apprehensions 
of the Protestants in regard to the 
readmission of the Jesuits into Ger- 
Those German .Protestants 
know the Jesuits well. By and by the 
United States and England will also 
know that there is danger to the 
State as well as to society and the 
family from the Jesuit Society. 


many.” 


How 
to get rid of them is a difficult prob- 
lem in view of the extreme toleration 
on religious subjects here and in Eng- 
land. In Mexico and South America 


those Catholic countries make short 
work of the Jesuits. 














The Jesuits Getting Their Deserts. 

There is an instinctive feeling in the 
breast of every honest person against 
deceit, trickery and double-dealing. 
No body of men, no society or organi- 
zation in civilized countries has ex- 
cited so much animosity and aroused 
such feelings of antagonism as the So- 
ciety of Jesus, or the Jesuits, as they 
are generally called. The reason is 
plain to all who know what that so- 
ciety is. In Jesuitism is personified 
all that is evil in contrast with what 
is good in Christianity. It is not evil in 
itself, like murder, lust, robbery, and 
other crimes that are condemned by 
the decalogue and are amenable to 
civil laws. It is the evil that has been 
derived from the perversion of the 
good. The Jesuits have adopted the 
holy name of Jesus as their title for 
the purpose of deceiving mankind, 
and they use the Christian religion as 
a cloak for their wicked designs. To 
subjugate mankind to spiritual and 
mental slavery is their cbject, and the 
means they use to accomplish their 
purpose are limited only by their 
capacity. In all their work it is lit- 
erally true that the end justifies the 
means, 

A friend in Pittsburg, Pa., in sub- 
scribing for this Magazine, says: “I 
have recently broken away from the 
Roman Church, and your paper would 
be of great help to me, as I have con- 
siderable trouble and opposition to 
meet. I am very sorry I have not been 
able to get your paper long ago.” 





The Open Sunday. 

The agitation in this city regarding 
the saloons and Sunday is not so 
much a question of opening the sa- 


loons on that day as of desecrating 
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the Sabbath, only our “reform” ad- 
ministration does not see it that way. 
Every one in New York knows that 
practically the saloons are open now, 
but the proprietors, nine-tenths of 
whom are Irish and German Catho- 
lics, want the sanction of law to make 
their business “respectable.” The 
plea that the saloon is the poor man’s 
club was effectually disposed of by 
the Rev. John Bancroft Devins, D.D., 
ot the New York Observer, in a ser- 
mon at the Broome street Taberna- 
cle, where he is preaching every Sun- 
day evening this season. 

“Who wants the saloons open?” he 
asked. “The brewers want them, for 
more liquor could be sold on Sunday 


than in any two week days. 


Otherwise respectable men who 
drink at home and in their clubs have 
given us a lot of twaddle in calling 
the saloon the poor man’s club. Men 
do not go to the saloon for the sake 
of sociability, but for the sake of 
drink. A thousand poor men’s clubs 
without drink would not attract a 
dozen of those who would frequent 
the Sunday saloon.” 

Dr. Devins knows whereof he 
speaks. As a newspaper reporter in 
his early manhood, then for more 
than a dozen years an earnest Chris- 
tian worker and devoted missionary 
in charge of Hope Chapel on the 
east side, and now a preacher at large 
and managing editor of the New 
York Observer, he is better acquaint- 
ed with the various classes and races 
that make up the population of New 
York than any other man in the city 
who has spoken or written on the 
subiect of open saloons on Sunday. 
His words will be heeded. 
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Good for the Methodists. 


Dr. Charles W. Pearson, a profes- 


sor in the Northwestern University 
of Chicago, located at Evanston, IIli- 
nois, in a recent lecture denied the 
authenticity of the miracles of the Bi- 
ble. 


wide publicity to his statements. If 


The newspapers, of course gave 


he had preached a sermon on salva- 
tion through the atonement of Christ 
the press would not noticed 


That is the way of the world. 


have 
him. 
Christians should not be misled by 
the secular press in religious matters. 
Prof. Pearson was asked for an ex- 
planation by the trustees of the uni- 
versity, which is a Methodist institu- 
tion, and as he did not recede from 
the position he had taken, he was 
asked to resign. There will be no 
trial for heresy in his case. The sum- 
mary method of dismissal is best. The 
Methodists have a better way than 
the Presbyterians in such cases. 


Going Into a Hole. 

Many members of the Anglican 
Church the 
Newman and Manning, who _after- 


followed example of 


ward became Cardinals, and “went 


over to Rome.” When Thomas Car- 
lyle heard that a friend of his was 
about to take such a step, the great 
writer called on him and said: “I 
have ridden over here to tell you not 


You 
Do not go into that hole.” 


‘to do that thing. born 


free. 


It has been a sad experience with 


were 


many of those who entered that hole 
that they could not easily get out 
when their eyes were opened and they 
realized how dark it was. When they 
closed the Bible turned 
from the light they knew not what 
awaited them. As Carlyle said, they 


and away 


got into a dark hole where the vapors 
of superstition choked the spiritual 
life. 


verts to Rome, and have been help- 


We have met many such per- 


ful to some in leading them back to 
Christ. But only very few of them 
will refer to their sad experiences in 


the “hole.” The world has no ear 


for their experience in “changing re- 


ligions.” That is why the press does 
not take notice of those who have 
been deceived in the Roman Catholic 
Church and return to Protestantism. 
And yet such persons are worthy of 
sympathy, 


Floating Upon a Rock. 

Like the late Dr. John Hall, of the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Dr. Burrell gives to his people in the 
Marble Collegiate Church “reasons 
for the faith,” not only in clear Scrip- 
tural teaching, but in brushing aside 
the erroneous doctrines that prevail 
in such organizations as the Roman 
Church. Our readers will enjoy his 
sermon on “The Church,” which we 
print this month, and his exegesis on 
Matt. xvi. 

The advocates of the Roman Cath- 
olic theor:- of the Church are often 
driven to absurdities in the stress for 
arguments, regarding the “bark of 
Peter” and “Peter and the Rock.” It 
is related of an Irish priest who was 
preaching about the “bark of Peter” 
that in a flight of eloquence he com- 
pared the Roman Catholic Church 
to a magnificent full-rigged ship as it 
glides over the great deep, buffeting 
every storm, riding upon every wave 
“And 


brethren?” 


and floating upon every tide. 


why does it float, my 


he asked in thunder tones. “Decause 


it is founded tocn a rock!” 
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CONVERSION OF A DISTINGUISHED PRIEST. 


BY REV. A. W. 


W hear the question often 
raised, ‘Does Protestantism 


win converts from the priesthood of 
the Roman Catholic Church?” If a 
Protestant 
faith and becomes a Roman Catholic 
the news is spread far and wide both 
by the religious and the secular press. 
On the other hand, if a Catholic 
priest renounces his faith and turns 
Protestant, for some unaccountable 
reason the religious press takes little 
notice of the fact, and the secular 
press has nothing whatever to say. 
Recently Amedeo Carlo Autelli, 
an influential and highly educated 
priest, read his “abiura,”’ or abjura- 
tion, of his faith in the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in this city. The follow- 
ing is a literal translation of the 
same: “I was born at Garlasco, Lo- 
mellina, August 28, 1872. My mother 
died when I was three years oid, and 


minister renounces his 


in 1880 I went to live with my uncle 
in Turin, who was employed by the 
royal family. In 1884 I began my 
studies in the Catholic seminary of 
Giaveno, and finished the course in 
that institution in 1898, after which 
I took the degrees of Doctor of Di- 
vinity and Doctor of Laws from the 
University of Rome. 

“The family with which I lived was 
not in sympathy with the Roman 
Catholic Church, and I well remem- 
ber an old man, with a long, white 


beard, who frequently visited my un- 


cle. This gentleman, who was a 
Protestant minister, always brought 
reviews and newspapers with him, 


which were eagerly read by the mem- 


LEONARD, ROME, ITALY. 


bers of the family. The seed sown in 
my heart by that old man never died, 
and in the secret of my heart I re- 
joiced. Divine Providence, however, 
did not have its way, for the follow- 
ing reason: The Princess Clotilde, 
sister-in-law of King Humbert, saw 
me, and was pleased with me, and of- 
fered to interest the royal house in 
my education. She succeeded in do- 
ing so, and | begar preparation for 
the Roman Catholic priesthood. Dur- 
ing my studies I could see the old 
Protestant minister with a long, white 
beard constantly before me. In my 
theological studies I many times de- 
fended the Protestant doctrines in 
preference to the Catholic doctrines. 
In 1896 I was consecrated a priest, 
and two years later I was placed in 
charge of the parish of San Francis- 
co, in Piassaco, and while in that po- 
sition I read with great interest “At 
the doors of Italy,” by De Amicis. 
After reading very carefully that por- 
tion relating to the persecutions of 
the Waldensians, I was compelled to 
leave the Roman Catholic Church. I 
sought a Protestant newspaper and 
found the ‘Evangelista,’ a paper pub- 
Methodist 
Church in Rome, and began to study 
the the 


Catholic and Protestant Churches. 


lished by the Episcopal 


controverted doctrines of 

“T saw clearly that I was not in the 
right way, and earnestly prayed that 
I might come out into the light. A 
fact that made a deep impression 
upon my mind was, that by oracular 
confession I .knew that the majority 
of the priests, my companions, forced 
into celibacy, were under occult sin. 
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Nobody can truthfully contradict 
that fact. I said to myself, How can 
the Lord tolerate such a nefarious 
practice, and how can it be that His 
servants impose that practice upon 
us? Another fact that made a great 
impression upon me was the small 
amount of charity that Catholic 
priests have for their companions. 
This is a brief history of my conver- 
sion to Protestantism, took 
place not without severe strife within, 
and at times even skepticism appealed 
to me strongly. I desire to under- 
stand bettér the new doctrines, and 
request an interest in the prayers of 
the praying people.” 

The above is but one instance in 
which a Roman Catholic priest has 
turned Protestant; there are many 
others. 


which 


It is no uncommon occur- 
rence for priests to approach Dr. 
William Burt, Presiding Elder of 
Rome District, and ask his help and 
advice concerning their future 
course. Many have become dissatis- 
fied with the life they have been liv- 
ing, have lost faith in the Roman 
Catholic Church, and are only wait- 
ing until they are fully persuaded as 
to what their future course shall be. 

Recently a Home Refuge for con- 


verted priests has been established by 
the workers of the various Protestant 
denominations in 


Rome. The pur- 


pose of this home is to assist tempo- 


rarily those who come out of the 
priesthood who have no home to 
which they may go and no work in 
which they may engage. 

May the rising tide of Protestant- 
ism continue to sweep through the 
ranks of the Roman Catholic Church, 
until ignorance and superstition shall 
cease to abound, and until the people 
have preached unto them the pure 
Gospel of Christ! 


The Work in Porto Rico. 


Through the kindness of friends 
we have been able to send twenty 
dollars to Rev. A. Lambert for his 
orphanage at Arecibo, Porto Rico. 
He has ten children under his care, 
and he looks to American Christians 
for means to support and educate 
them, and to add to their number. 
Besides his church and missionary 
work, which is very successful, he was 
compelled to add to his labors by tak- 
ing charge of these orphans, whose 
destitute condition appealed to his 
heart. We earnestly hope 
friends who are interested in the good 


our 


work our brother is doing will come 
to his aid. His address is Rev. A. 
Lambert, Arecibo, Porto Rico. 

i 
Punishing Filipino Priests. 
The following order was issued by 

General Bell in the Philippines in De- 
cember: 

“Tt may be considered as practical- 
ly certain that every native priest in 
the provinces of Batangas and La- 
guna is a secret enemy of the Gov- 
ernment and in active sympathy with 
the insurgents. These are absolutely 
our most dangerous enemies—more 
dangerous even than armed insur- 
gents—because of their unequaled 
influence. 

“They should be given no exemp- 
tion whatever on account of their 
calling. On the contrary, whenever 
sufficient evidence is obtainable they 
should be brought to trial. Should 
well-founded suspicion rest against 
them in the absence of competent ev- 
idence, they should be confined and 
held as necessary military precau- 
tion to preclude further activity or 
bad influence on their part.” 
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Renouncing Jesuitism. 

It is not generally known that 
many priests withdraw from the Je- 
suit Society. Several have 
been noted in this Magazine. A few 
years ago four members withdrew at 
about the same time. One of them 
was a Father Dewey, a relative of 
Admiral Dewey’s. 
Protestant who was led into Jesuit- 
ism by the usual tactics of the or- 
der. Only Protestants of education, 
wealth and good family are sought 
for by the Jesuits. There is at pres- 
ent in this city a Father Denny who, 
on the death of his Protestant pa- 
rents, brought one million dollars 
into the Jesuit treasury. He was se- 
duced by the wily men of the order 
while on a visit to Rome many years 
ago. He may leave them yet, though 
it is doubtful whether he could bring 
his money with him. Some years 
ago a Father Bradley, who had been 
a ritualistic minister of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in this city, went 
over to the Jesuits. But when he re- 
ceived a legacy of half a million dol- 
lars he withdrew from the order. He 
went to Rome and tried to obtain per- 
mission from the Pope to establish 
an order of his own, but the Jesuits 
blocked his way. Then he went to 
England, was received into the An- 
glican Church, settled down in a 
quiet parish and married a wife like 
an honest man. 

One of the most learned Jesuits in 
this country, a Father Ryan, with- 
drew from the society a few years 
since and went to Canada to become 
a secular priest. The latest member 
of the famous society to renounce 
Jesuitism is Father Halpin. The ac- 
count of his secession was given by 
the Jesuits themselves, and is related 
in the New York Times, Decembet 
10, 1901, as follows: 


cases 


He had been a 


LEAVES JESUIT SOCIETY. 

It was announced at the meeting of 
the St. Francis Xavier Alumni Sodal- 
ity Sunday that the Rev. Father Hal- 
pin had withdrawn from the Jesuit 
Society and had become attached to 
the household of the Bishop of Sa- 
vannah. Father Halpin is fifty-four 
vears old, and had been a member of 
the Jesuit order for thirty-eight 
years. Withdrawals from the society 
are infrequent, and to secure his re- 
lease Father Halpin had to secure the 
approval of the Pope as well as his 
ecclesiastical superiors in the order. 

Considerable surprise was ex- 
pressed by members of the sodality 
when they learned of Father Halpin’s 
retirement. He was one of the most 
distinguished preachers and scholars 
in the order in this country. He en- 


tered Fordham College as a schol- 
astic many years ago, and eventually 
became vice-president of the college. 
Later he became vice-president of the 
college of St. Francis Xavier. 


At the College of St.. Francis 
Xavier a member of the Jesuit Socie- 
ty said yesterday, when asked the 
reasons for Father Halpin’s action: 

“He left us last September. The 
differences which led to his action 
had been brewing for two or three 
months. The will of a man is the last 
thing to die. Obedience is the cardi- 
nal principle of our order, and friction 
between Father Halpin and his ec- 
clesiastical superiors caused his re- 
tirement. Men will always differ, but 
in the Society of Jesus discipline 
must be preserved. Suffice it to say 
that Father Halpin left the order for 
reasons approved by himself and by 


his ecclesiastical superiors.” 
> ____—_- 


Renewal of Subscriptions. 


We again ask our friends to renew 
their subscriptions for this year. 
Without their help the MAGAZINE 
could not be published. Their co- 
operation is needed in this work. It 
is a hard and difficult work; but we 
love it, for it is doing good. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION WORK. 
Last 
Christ’s 


month a priest called at 


Mission to ask for aid in 
bringing an action in the law courts 
He had com- 
plained to Cardinal Martinelli, the 
papal delegate at Washington, but 
Now 


he would sue the bishop in the courts 


against his bishop. 


had received no satisfaction. 


of this world for oppression, perse- 
Pastor O’Con- 
nor told him he could not help him 
in that case further than to give him 


cution and slander. 


the address of a lawyer and say a 
good word for him. But he advised 
him not to go to law. It was tedious 
work to try to vindicate his character 
by a suit for slander or libel, and it 
was expensive. Lawyers do not work 
and 


run 


for nothing, court expenses 
high. The 
bishop, if beaten, could appeal, and 
the case would be kept in the courts 


for vears. 


sometimes very 


The poor man was indig- 
nant at his treatment by the bishop, 
who, by the way, is a namesake of the 
pastor of Christ’s Mission—Bishop 
John J. O’Connor, of Newark, N. J., 
recently appointed successor of the 
late Bishop Wigger. 

The priest was further advised to 
turn his thoughts away from the 
Church of Rome altogether and 
prayerfully ask God to show him 
what the was. 
“There is no Christianity in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church,” said he. “It 


Christian religion 


is all deceit and corruption. The 


priests and the people are humbugged 
by the bishops and the authorities at 
Rome.” 

When told that he should come 
away from such people and sever all 
connection with them, “Oh,” said he, 
“where can.I go, what can I do? I 


have no friends except in the Catholic 
Church.” He was told he would find 
friends in Christ’s Mission, and if he 
would open his mind to the truth of 
God and give his heart to the Saviour, 
he would find Him the best of friends. 

In one day two Catholic priests 
called at Christ's Mission. One had 
He had 
been a professor in a Roman Catholic 


just come from Europe. 


Institution for ten years, and he ex- 
pected to 


teacher in 


find employment as a 
New York. 
man of many accomplishments, he 


As he is a 


could fill such a position most accep- 
tably. He will make Christ’s Mission 
his headquarters until he obtains a 
situation. 

The other priest had come from 
Canada and had a unique experience 
to relate. He said he was now de- 
termined to become a Protestant and 
further 


Catholic Church. 


with the 
He was told that 
Christ's Mission would help him in 
every way possible, but that before 
he became a Protestant it would be 
well to learn the Christian way of 
life. Nearly all priests of Rome think 
that to become a Protestant it is only 
necessary to turn against the Church 
of Rome and denounce its iniquities. 
When they come to Christ’s Mission 
they learn that there is something 
more essential in Christianity than 
opposition to error. There is no 
growth in grace or in the knowledge 
of God in mere denunciation of the 
corruptions of the Roman system. 
But if the heart be opened to God's 
love and turn to Christ—converted— 
with full faith in His power to keep 
that which is committed to Him, 
there is peace and rest for the soul, 
and the works of life, even in tearing 
down the strongholds of Rome, will 
be more satisfactory in results. The 
prayers of God’s people are asked for 
the work of Christ’s Mission. 


have no relations 














AWAY FROM ROME. 


HE English Churchman, of Lon- 
7 don, January 16, 1902, sum- 
marizes the great movement in -\us- 
tria, where thousands have been con- 
verted the Catholic 
Church, in the following editorial 
note: 


from Roman 


The anti-clerical movement in Aus- 
tria continues to make important 
progress. The Vienna correspond- 
ent of the Morning Post telegraphed 
on Monday: “The Evangelische 
Kirchenzeitung states that during 1goI 
more than 6,000 adults formally left 
the Roman Catholic Church in Aus- 
tria and embraced Protestantism. In 
view of the fact that the majority of 
these were married persons, it may 
be reckoned that fully 10,000 children 
will be brought up as Protestants in- 
stead of as Roman Catholics. The 
number of converts from Roman 
Catholicism to Protestantism in 1900 
was 4,516, so that the movement is 
growing. During the three years of 
the ‘Los von Rom’ agitation 30,000 
adults and probably over 60,000 
children have renounced Roman 
Catholicism for Protestantism. Last 
vear twenty-two new Protestant 
churches were founded in Bohemia, 
seven in Styria, two in Lower Aus- 
tria, two in Carintha, two in Tyrol, 
two in Galicia, and one in Moravia.” 

This movement has reached all 
classes in the Austro-Hungarian Em- 
pire. Among the recent converts to 
Protestantism are Dr. Georges Gran- 
haft, nephew of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Vienna, and his entire 
family. The Protestant churches of 
Germany are nobly sustaining these 
Catholics in their efforts to throw off 
the papal yoke and become children 
of God through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ like other Christians. 
There is great need of such sympathy 


and help. Vigorous steps have been 
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taken by the Roman authorities to 
check the movement. All the bishops 
of the Austrian Empire have com- 
bined in a pastoral letter, in which 
they say: 


“In our beloved Austrian fatherland 
we are now experiencing a calamity 
that cries to heaven and that is a re- 
petition of the most spiteful attacks 
that have ever been made on the 
church of Christ. The battle-cry, 
‘Away from Rome!’ has been re- 
sounding and has found an echo in 
many quarters. Every faithful Cath- 
olic knows that this blatant invita- 
tion to desert Rome, the center of 
Christian unity, endangers his very 
soul. For to desert Rome means to 
desert Peter; it means a separation 
from the Catholic Church, which 
Christ has founded on that man of 
rock, Peter; it means a separation 
from God, because Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, who became man, has 
established this church. And it was 
said by the church father Cyprian, 
‘No one can have God for a Father 
who has not the church as his moth- 
er.’ The authors of this sacrilegious 
‘Away-from-Rome’ agitation aim to 
make the Catholics of Austria desert 
their beloved church, to make them 
traitors to their country. When we 
look at the origin and the methods of 
this propaganda, it is evident that ‘it 
is prompted. chiefly by a blind hatred 
for the church and by political and 
traitorous motives. No pure relig- 
ious sentiments have anything to do 
with it, and the most baneful methods 
are employed. The Catholics of Aus- 
tria must remain true to the Holy 
Father and to their Emperor.” 

Those bishops will endeavor to pro- 
voke a religious war between Austria 
and Germany. If they should suc- 
ceed it will be a world wide war, and 
that will be the end of Popery. War 
is a dreadful thing, but Almighty God 
used this means of destroying error 
and wickedness in times past, and the 
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saying that history repeats itself may 
be verified in the case of the Roman 
Catholic Church if it will not let the 
people go. The fate of Pharaoh's 
army will befall the hosts of Rome if 
they provoke a religious war. The 
Protestant nations of the world, the 
United States, England Ger- 
many, are supreme in and 
when it comes to a question of the 


and 
power, 


religion of Christ against the papal 
monster, they will stand together. 
The visit of the German Emperor’s 
brother, Prince Henry, to the United 
States this month is an indication of 
the good feeling that exists between 
the countries, and the presence of 
President Roosevelt’s daughter at 
the coronation of King Edward VII 
will further bind England to the 
United States. Our President, with 
the English King and the German 
Emperor, will keep an eye on Rome. 
The old Pope must tell his followers 
to behave themselves and not perse- 
cute those who renounce their allegi- 
ance to him in order to embrace the 
religion of Jesus Christ or dire disas- 
ter will befall his Church. 
sansssantaitllilidpiiicannniirn 
A New York Countess. 

Miss Annie Leary, a New York 
“society” woman, who built a chapel 
for the “blessed sacrament”—that is, 
the wafer consecrated by the priest at 
mass—in connection with the French- 
Canadian Church, where the “wrist 
bone of St. Anne” was so long on 
exhibition, has been made a “‘count- 
ess” by Pope Leo XIII. Last month 
the papers printed her picture with 
her new coronet, and an indulgence 
signed by the Pope himself, in the 
following terms: “Freeing you from 
all restrictions, which might other- 


wise make void these presents, we, by 


these letters and by our authority, 
make, constitute and declare you a 
That 
that 
might like to do. 


countess.” seems to cover 


everything Countess Leary 


“Freeing from all restrictions” is 
as general an indulgence as could be 


granted. If Miss Leary should be 


converted from the faith of Rome, 
the question arises, would her title 


and indulgences be void? King Hen- 
ry VIII of England received the title 
of “Defender of the Faith” from Pope 
Leo X for his advocacy of the claims 
of the Roman Church against the at- 


tacks of Martin Luther. Afterward 
Henry incurred excommunication, 
though he never renounced the Ro- 
man Catholic faith. The Papal writ- 
ers say he was one of the founders of 
Protestantism. But he was not; he 
lived and died a Roman Catholic. 
The title of “Defender of the Faith,” 
however, passed on to his successors 
on the throne of England, and it is 
used by the present King, Edward 
VII. If Miss Leary should marry a 
Protestant and become a member of 
his church, as so many Catholic wo- 
men are now doing, doubtless she 
would still continue a countess. Any 
one who has plenty of money can get 
a title from the Pope. 
SSS SS 

A subscriber writes from Canada: 
“I have just returned from a small 
town in the Province of Quebec, 
where I was struck, as I always have 
been, by the poverty of these French 
villages where the only buidings of 
any pretensions whatever are the 
Catholic Church, the priest’s house, 
and the convent. The homes of the 
congregation are in most instances 
but evidences of the effect this par- 
ticular religion has upon its follow- 
ers, for the soil is rich in the ele- 
ments necessary to make it fertile. In 
Protestant localities everything is 
prosperous. 
















MIXED MARRIAGES. 


A few years ago there was quite a 
flutter in Roman Catholic circles in 
this city when a Catholic young wo- 
man was married by Archbishop Cor- 
rigan to a member of the Stokes fam- 
ily. Though a wealthy man, Mr. 
Stokes had to restrict his wife’s ex- 
penditure because of her extrava- 
gance. Then she sued for divorce and 
Mr. Stokes gave her $1,000,000 to end 
the matter. Now the lady has married 
another Protestant, Capt. Lydig, the 
Rev. Dr. Huntington, of Grace Epis- 
copal Church, performing the cere- 
mony. The couple left immediately 
for Europe, the New York Herald, 
February 6, saying they would ex- 
tend their trip to Rome, where an ap- 
peal would be made to the Pope to 
make the marriage “regular” accord- 
ing to the rules of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, as the lady still considers 
herself a member of that Church. As 
she has so much money there is no 
doubt but the Pope will be most gra- 
cious and compliant and fix the mat- 
ter some way. Why do Protestants 
marry Roman Catholics? Do they 
not know that the Catholic party al- 
ways seeks to gain an advantage, 
financially or socially, in such a mar- 
riage? No one ever hears of a 
wealthy Catholic marrying a poor 
Protestant. 


WHAT A PRIEST SAYS. 

The New York Sun, January 20, 
1902, published a sermon by Rev. 
Father Malloy, one of the priests of 


St. Charles Borromeo’s Church in 


West 142d street, this city, in which 
he said: 


There is a woeful increase in mar- 


riages between Catholics and Protest- 
ants. 


Apparently Catholic young 
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men are not good enough for our 
Catholic girls. They haven’t money 
enough or are not as polished in man- 
ner or as pleasing to the eye as the 
Protestant young men. Catholic 
girls too often insist on marrying the 
Protestants, however, regardless of 
the fact that the Church has always 
hated these marriages of its disbeliev- 
ing daughters to disbelieving Prot- 
estants, who have not the true Chris- 
tian spirit. 

Father Malloy is right in saying 
such Protestants have not the true 
Christian spirit. If they had they 
would not marry members of his 
flock. He acknowledges the supe- 
riority of the Protestants, but he 
goes on to say in the next sentence, 
“The religion of those Protestants is 
regulated by Congress [what does 
he mean?] and they would be thieves 
and safebreakers but for fear of the 
law.” He continued in this strain to 
denounce the Protestants and to 
threaten the Catholic girls for mar- 
rying them. “Young Catholic girls,” 
said he, “often tell their parents that 
they love the Protestant men so 
much; they would rather than give 
them up, go to hell for them; and fre- 
quently they do go to hell with them.” 
Evidently the Sun printed the sermon 
from Father Malloy’s manuscript, for 
only a priest of Rome could write 
such sentences. 

The next day and the day after the 
Sun received letters from its readers, 
which it printed, of which the follow- 
ing are samples: 

“Father Malloy’s sermon on mixed 
marriages has caused much comment 
in circles I mingle in, and I would like 
to ask him, What will become of the 
girls who marry Catholic men? 


“T have ‘gone’ and done it, and I 
fear my soul is lost. 


“Mary SULLIVAN.” 
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In the Sun of January 22 the fol- 
lowing appeared: 

To the Editor of the Sun—Sir: 1 
have read with more than a little in- 
terest part of the Rev. Father Mal- 
loy’s sermon on “Mixed Marriages,” 
and I can, I think, give an unbiased 
opinion on the same. My mother is 
a Catholic and my father a Protest- 
ant, and both have adhered to their 
faith. 

I was raised a Catholic and never 
attended a Protestant church, having 
received my education in one of the 
most select convents in Paris, where 
were also girls of Protestant faith. 
I am now a young woman of twenty- 
five and have lived in New York 
some years. I find that just as Father 
Malloy states in his sermon, Protest- 
ant young men, and women, too, are 
far superior to the Catholics in every 
way, more intelligent, better man- 
nered, more considerate, and, unlike 
the Catholics, who, before you know 
them a day, you know their religion. 
I am engaged to a young man, a tit- 


led one, who is a Catholic by birth 
and education, and he, too, agrees 


with me. I have gone of my own ac- 
cord to the Episcopal Church. 
A CATHOLIc BY BIRTH AND BREEDING. 

The following letter was also pub- 
lished: 

To the Editor of the Sun—Sir: 
Having read in the Sun of January 20 
a sermon by Father Malloy, of St. 
Borromeo’s Church in West 14Ist 
street, permit me to say a few words 
regarding this over-zealous priest of 
the Church whose duty is to keep 
peace and quiet in the world, instead 
of stirring up strife and envy. He 
simply shows his ignorance and big- 
otry, and it is more shame than credit 
to him. 

I fail to see why the Protestants 
deserve such a name as “thieves,” 
when such good work is being done 
by their churches all over the city. 

I think Mr. Malloy should get spe- 
cial permission from the Pope to read 
a verse in his*Bible, which says: “God 


so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten son, that whosoever 
believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. lor God 
sent not His son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the 
world should be saved by Him.” 
J. F. Dickson. 

New York, Jan. 22. 

When the 
tian there is hope that the Catholic 
party will also lead a Christian life, 
and the children, like the young lady 


Protestant is a Chris- 


who was educated in a Paris convent, 
will ultimately go to the Protestant 
Church. 


Kind Words. 

From the Philadelphia 
Recorder, January 23, 1902: 
THe Convertep Cartrnotic. Vol. 

XVIII, 1901. 384 pages. $1.00 

yearly. James A. O’Connor, New 

York. 

This Magazine is edited by a min- 
ister, Rev. James A. O’Connor, who 
was once a Roman Catholic priest, 
and who, for over twenty years, has 
labored for the conversion of Roman 
Catholics. This ‘unique volume is 
full of interest, and the letters and 
testimonies of those priests who leave 
the Church of Rome are full of cause 
for deep thanksgiving. Original 
matter of considerable value is found 
in these pages, and the spirit in which 
everything is said and done is so truly 
Christian that its utterances furnish 
some delightful reading. Priests who 
leave the Roman Catholic Church on 
religious grounds are surrounded by 
peculiar obstacles, and are worthy of 
all sympathy. 

We are rejoiced that many of them, 
through Mr. O’Connor’s work, have 
found in the atoning blood of Jesus 
the pardon and grace in which we 
have rejoiced for years. Tue Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC and the Rev. 
James A. O’Connor have few more 
hearty well-wishers than we are our- 
selves, 


Episcopal 








CHRIST, THE ROCK. 


BY REV. DR. BURRELL. 

N a sermon recently delivered in 

the Marble Collegiate Church (Re- 
formed Dutch), in this city, on “The 
Church,” the minister, Rev. David 
James Burrell, D.D., taking his text 
from Matthew, xvi, said: 

“The cornerstone of the Church is 
Christ. ‘On this rock will I build my 
Church.’ Long campaigns of contro- 
versy have been waged as to th 
meaning of these words. The ques- 
tion is, “What is this rock?) The Ro 
manists say, it is Peter; but Christ did 
not say so. His statement was, ‘Thou 
art Petros, and on this petra | 
build my Church.’ The words are 
cognate, but not identical; the former 
is masculine and the latter feminine; 
petra is a rock, Petros is a stone, hewn 
out of the rock. 


wil! 


At the time when 
our Lord said this, He was pursuing 
His journey through Czsarea Philippi, 
His face set steadfastly toward the 
cross. He greatly desired His disci- 
ples to be informed as to His divine 
character and mission; but thus far 
they had not been able to hear it. He 
was now moved to inquire, ‘Whom do 
men say that I am?’ To this they 
gave various answers. ‘But whom 
say ye that I am?’ Then Peter wit- 
nessed his good confession: ‘Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God!’ It was pursuant to these words 
that Jesus said, “Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood 


hath not revealed this unto thee,’ 
and gave him his new name in recog- 
nition of his valorous words. His 


good confession, ‘Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,’ was, in- 
deed, the mightiest of all truths, and 
worthy to be the foundation of the 
Church. 
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the 
among the various denominations of: 
the Church; that is, the headship of 
Christ as Son of the Living God. The 
Romanists say, Ubi ckklesia, ibi Chris- 
tos; or ‘Where the Church is, there is 
Christ.’ 
true; 


“Here is seal of legitimacy 


But precisely the reverse is 
where Christ is, there 
Church. 


is the 


“And here is the test of orthodoxy 
Not 


that any truth is non-essential, nor 


among members of the Church. 


that any habit of life is unimportant, 
but there is one thing alone which 
makes the branch a part of the living 
vine; that is, participation in its life. 
‘The sole condition of salvation is faith 
in Jesus Christ as Son of the living 
(sod: and it should be obvious that 
whoever is saved is worthy of enroll- 
ment as a member of the Church. 

“Here, also, is the bond of union 
among all the various denominations 
of the Church. These cannot be held 
together with clamps. The divisional 
lines are largely due to the social bias 
of our nature. We are made to seg- 
regate, as the sheep do, each finding 
his place in a fellowship of kindred 
minds. Let the tribes of Israel carry 
their tribal banners aloft; what mat- 
ters it, if only,on occasion, at the blast 
of the silver trumpet, they march to- 
gether under the banner of the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah against a com- 
mon foe. We have, indeed, ‘one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all.” 

BINDING AND LOOSING. 

“One more item in the equipment 
of the Church is designated by our 
Lord as the power of ‘binding and 
loosing.’ This, as plainly appears 
from the context, has reference to 
rules of order and discipline (Mat- 
thew xviii, 15-18). The Jews had a 
proverb, ‘Shammai bindeth and Hil- 
lel looseth,’ which is to be interpreted 
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by the 
teachers as to questions of order. Jo- 
sephus says, ‘The Pharisees have 
power to bind and loose at will.’ We 
note an exercise of this authority by 
the Apostles in the Council at Jeru- 
salem (Acts xv). A like authority in 
the matter of discipline was illustrated 
in the case of the offender at Corinth 
who was excommunicated to the end 
that he might be reclaimed (1 Cor. v). 
This man was probably of good social 
position, and his offense was winked 
at; but the Corinthian Church was in- 
duced to deal jpdicially with him. .He 
bound in order that he 
might be loosed. 

POWER OF THE KEYS. 


historic difference of these 


was to be 


THE 

“The keys referred to were not 
those of the Celestial City. The pic- 
ture of Peter sitting at its gate as a 
ticket-taker is a ludicrous perversion 
of the truth. There are no keys of 
Its twelve gates are never 
closed. that wander in 
eternal darkness are free to enter if 
they will; but, alas! there characters 
are fixed, and they cannot because 
was commis- 
sioned to throw open the doors of the 
This 
was done on the day of Pentecost. 
Previously, the Jews alone, as a cho- 
sen people, had been included in the 
charmed circle, but in that day, when 
the influence of the Holy Ghost came 
down on the assembled company, the 
middle wall of partition was thrown 


down. In answer to the cry, ‘Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?’ Pe- 
ter said, ‘Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of your sins; 
for the promise is unto you and your 
children, and to all them that are afar 
off, even as, many as the Lord our 
God shall call.” Thus the keys were 


heaven. 
The souls 


they will not. Peter 


visible Church to the Gentiles. 


turned and the gates rolled back to 
admit not Jews alone, but all the pen- 
itent children of men. The doors 
being opened once for all, there was 
no further need of those keys. 

THE REMISSION OF SINS. 

“A word now as to the power of 
absolution which our Lord conferred 
upon the Church in the words, ‘Who- 
soever sins ye remit, they are remit- 
ted unto them; and whosoever sins ye 
retain, they are retained’ (John xx, 
23). Let it be observed that this au- 
thority was bestowed not upon Pe- 
ter only, with his fellow apostles, but 
upon a considerable company of be- 
lievers who were gathered in the up- 
per room; so that, whatever this pow- 
re of absolution may mean, it is vest- 
ed in all believers alike. It does not 
mean judicial or plenary absolution; 
for who can forgive sins but God 
alone? But there is a declaratory 
absolution which lies within the prov- 
ince of all true followers of Christ. 
He said, ‘As the Father hath sent me 
into the world, so send I you.’ What 
for? He was sent to deliver the world 
from sin, by the power of his great 
sacrifice. We are sent, in like man- 
ner, to point the nations to the cross. 
The true absolution is by faith in 
Jesus.Christ, and it is for us to de- 


clare it, saying, ‘Behold the Lamb of 
God! This proclamation is ratified 
in heaven. The humblest of Chris- 
tians is commissioned to say, ‘He that 
believeth in the Son hath everlasting 
life; and he that believth not, the 
wrath of God abideth on him’; that 
is, sins are remitted or retained on 
condition of acceptance or rejection 
of Christ crucified. Here is our great 
privilege; we have power to convert; 
as it is written, ‘He that converteth 
a sinner from the error of his ways 
shall save a soul from death, and hide 
a multitude of sins.’ Here also is our 











great responsibility; since we may re- 
tain the sins of the impenitent upon 
them by our neglect to warn them of 
the wrath to come; as it is written, 
‘If I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die, and thou givest him no 
warning, he shall die in his sins, but 
his blood will I require at thv hand.’ 
Thus we are, in a sense, responsible 
for the destinies of men. 
CHRIST WITH HIS CHURCH. 

“The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against the Church of Christ. The 
place of council in Oriental cities was 
beside the gates; here judges and mag- 
istrates met to deliberate on public 
affairs. In vain have kings and rulers 
taken counsel togéther within the 
shadow of hell’s gates, against the 
Lord and his Anointed, saying, ‘Let 
us break their bands asunder and cast 
The 
Church is divinely preserved for the 
accomplishment of its great purpose. 


away their cords from us!’ 


© where are kings and empires now, 
Oj old that went and can 

But, Lord, hy Church is praying yet, 
A thousand years the sam 

Unshaken as the eternal hill 
Immovable stands; 

A mountain that shall fill the earth, 
An house not made with hands. 
“But the Church is not to endure 

forever; only until its work is done. 

There will be no further use of its vi- 

talized machinery when the Kingdom 

is established on earth; that is, when 
every knee shall bow and_ every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord. Then ‘the holy city, New Jer- 

usalem, will come down from God 

out of heaven, prepared as a_ bride 
adorned for her husband’; and a greai 
voice will be heard, saying, ‘Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is among men; 
ind he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people; and God himself 
shall be with them,and be their God.’” 
(Rev. xxi, 2, 3). 


sine 
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The Gospel and Our Flag. 

Governor Taft, of the Philippines 
Commission, is giving very interest- 
ing testimony before the committee 
of the United States Senate this 
month. Regarding the lands held by 
the friars, he said: 

“Four hundred and three thousand 
acres are owned by the Roman Cath- 
olic friars, and of these 403,000 acres, 
250,000 are the best lands in the isl- 
ands.” And these monks are sup- 
posed to have made vows of poverty 
when they became members of the 
religious orders! From the testimony 
taken in the Philippine Islands by the 
commission of which Governor Taft 
is the head, and laid before the Sen- 
ate last year and published in the 
“Senate No. 190,” it 
would seem as if the friars had ob- 
served the vow of chastity in much 
the same way as the vow of poverty 
—only more so. 


Document, 


That document re- 
veals an awful state of moral turpi- 
tude. The United States Senate pub- 
lished only a limited edition of the 
document, but the American Citizen, 
of Boston, has issued it in pamphlet 
form at the price of fiftv cents. 

The effect of the religious and 
moral teaching of the friars upon the 
people is described by Governor Taft 
in the sentence: “Many of the Fili- 
pinos are arrested for theft and some 
are guilty of treachery and duplicity.” 
The Protestant missionaries will 
teach them differently. The churches 
in this country should sustain and en- 
large the work in the Philippines, 
Porto Rico and Cuba. Our flag floats 
over those islands. Immediate and 
lasting results will follow the open- 
ing of the Bible and the lifting up of 
Christ the Saviour to those peoples, 
while the missionaries at the same 
time can point to our flag that gives 
civil liberty. 
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CHOICE READING. 
BY A FORMER PRIEST. 


One of the former priests who calls 
Christ’s Mission his spiritual home, is 
now a successful business man con- 
nected with a prominent house in this 
city. It satisfaction to 
friends of Christ’s Mission to know 
that amid the hurry and pressure of 
commercial life his soul and heart are 
towards spiritual things, and that he 


will give 


finds time to read books helpful to 


his religious life. 

He has not only received benefit 
himself in this way, but he is anxious 
that others should also profit, and so 
he has written out ihe following ex- 
tracts from a remarkable book: 

THE HUGUENOTS. 

“The Huguenots and the Revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes,” by Hen- 
ry M. Baird, D.D. 


“The murder of King, who 
gave the Huguenots the Edict of 


Nantes, was not an event calculated 


the 


to induce them to exercise less vigil- 
ance in future than they had exercised 
in the past; and, since the death of 
Henry the Fourth, the violations of 
‘the provisions of the Edict, provoked 
by the clergy and abetted by the offi- 
cers of justice, had been too frequent 
to be overlooked. The plainest rights 
of Protestants under the law were set 
In two instances within 
‘the space of six weeks, Protestants 
upon their deathbeds had been dis- 
turbed by the importunate visits of 


at defiance. 


priests, under the very eyes of the 
first parliament of the realm, and with 
the connivance ‘of the inferior magis- 
~ trates. 

“In one of these cases, the vicar of 
‘Saint Sulpice forced his way into the 
chamber of a dying man and com- 


pelled his wife to leave the room, in 
order that the priest might interrogate 
him privately respecting his inclina- 
tion to profess the tenets of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and to receive 
the last sacraments. The sick man 
persisting in his Protestant faith and 
desiring to be left alone, the vicar de- 
parted, only to be succeeded by the 
curate of the same parish. He came 
with a following of sixty or eighty 
persons. When admission was re- 
fused him, he threatened to break 
down the door. The bailli of the Fau- 
bourg St. Germain, a judicial officer, 
now appeared upon the scene. De- 
manding an entrance in the King’s 
name, he brought this second ecclesi- 
astic to the bedside of the Protestant. 
The latter, when again pressed to 
to change his religion, summoned all 
his remaining strength and raising 
himself to a sitting posture, bade the 
intruders to be gone; then exhausted 
by the effort fell back and instantly 
expired. ‘At once,’ writes our in- 
formant, ‘the bailli compelled the poor 
woman to bury her husband, who had 
but just drawn his last breath.’ ” 
a K *K 

“The reader accustomed in our 
times to see in the daily journals the 
news of the events taking place in the 
most distant quarters of our globe 
within a few hours of their occurrence 
will be amused to discover that about 
three weeks elapsed from so import- 
ant an affair as the fall of La Ro- 
chelle before Urban VIII. heard of it. 
Pope Urban’s congratulatory brief 
was as ardent as could be desired, and 
dealt out praise to the King of 
France with as free a hand as it dealt 
out condemnation to the vanquished 
heretics and rebels. Not content with 
words, however, the Pope instituted, 
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or encouraged spectacles and demon- 
strations appealing to the senses of 
the populace. Peals of artillery re- 
sounded from the Castle of San An- 
gelo. The brilliancy of the illumina- 
tion of the palace of the French am- 
bassador rivalled only by the 
splendor with which the fagade of the 
church of San Luigi de’ 


Was 


Francesi 
The former was all 
ablaze, shining like another firma- 
ment, and, while trumpets blared and 
drums beat, two fountains ran with 
wine for all comers. The church, with 
its six hundred lights and its repre- 


shone forth. 


sentations of fiery ships and a_be- 
sieged fortress, on the exterior, was 
scarcely less brilliant within. Urban 
himself honored the French sanctuary 
with his presence, walking on foot all 
the way from San Agostino, a dis- 
tance of some two hundred paces, to 
join in the Te Deum and to repeat 
four prayers with his own voice. Nay, 
in the excess of his joy, the Pontiff 
went so far as to publish a decree 
granting a plenary indulgence to all 
worshippers who, within two days, 
should the churches of San 
Agostino and San Luigi—a liberal of- 
fer of spiritual benefits even for a city 
so richly endowed as Rome with 


opportunities for the faithful.” 
4+ ———— 


visit 


Rome, the Mother of Lies. 


The Roman Church is accounted 
the Babylonish woman and the moth- 
er of all abominations by many 
learned Bible scholars. She is cer- 
tainly the mother of lies, as we can 
personally testify. A dozen times in 
the last twenty years her agents, cler- 
ical and lay, have said that O’Connor 
had returned to the Roman Catholic 
Church. Sixteen years ago a priest 
named McTighe, in Freeport, Pa., 


told the editor of the local paper that 
Mr. O'Connor was then in a monas- 
tery, on his way back to Romanism., 
We went out to Freeport and 
preached .there for three days, and 
MctTighe had to leave that parish 
branded as an unmitigated falsifier. 
The Pittsburg much 
space to the controversy at the time. 


papers gave 

Five years ago the noted Father 
Phelan, editor of a Roman Catholic 
paper in Missouri-—-the St. 
bi atchman, “The apostate 
priest, O'Connor, of New York, is 
confined in an insane asylum in Ohio. 


Louis 
said: 


We said fifteen years ago that the 
man was insane, and now we know we 
were right.” A letter from a lawyer 
in this city made Phelan retract that 
falsehood. This lawyer (who is a 
converted Catholic) said ke would 
gain ten thousand dollars from Phelan 
if allowed to prosecute him. But our 
answer was that life is too short for 
lawsuits. 

A year later Priest Barry, of Rye, 
N. Y., told a young man who had left 
his Church and united with the Pres- 
byterian Church that Mr. O’Connor 
had been to confession to him when 
he (Barry) was an assistant priest in 
old St. Patrick’s Church in Mulberry 
street, in this city. That lie was ex- 
posed in this Magazine at the time, 
and several copies were placed in the 
hands of Roman Catholics in Rye. 
Then other members of Barry’s con- 
gregation wanted copies, and scores 
of them sent to the office to have 
their wants supplied. Those people 
do not believe anything that Barry 
Says now. 

In December the following letter 
reached us: 

“Stamford, Conn., 
“December 15, 1901. 
“Rev. James A. O’Connor. 

“Dear Sir: I have heard that you 

had left the Protestant Church and 
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had gone back to the Roman Catholic 
Church. I wish to know if this is 
true? If this letter is received, will 
you please answer it without delay? 
I wish you God’s blessing and guid- 
ance wherever you are. I used to be 


one of your subscribers to THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, and now I wish 1 
had continued the subscription. 


” 


We replied immediately to that let- 
ter and sent our correspondent sev- 
eral copies of the Magazine, with a 
request for information as to the 
source of this latest lie. But it is a 
difficult and delicate matter to get, 
or even to ask, a Christian to en- 
ter into a controversy with Roman 
Catholic neighbors or the priest of 
the parish regarding their lies. If our 
correspondent had continued to read 
Tue CoNnvVERTED CATHOLIC, this an- 
noyance would have been avoided. 
Meantime we shall be glad to go to 
Stamford to preach or lecture, if in- 
vited, and perhaps some of those de- 
ceiving Catholics might be converted. 

The Roman ecclesiastics and their 
Jesuitical agents in all parts of the 
country who circulate such lies or any 
others that would injure this cause, 
can easily get absolution for such vio- 
lation of God's commandment when 
they go to confession. “It was done 
in the cause of our holy mother the 
Church,” will win the favor of any 
confessor. Any lie that may probably 
injure such a work as Christ’s Mis- 
sion will be freely circulated by the 
agents of Rome. Protestants should 
not heed those Roman rogues. It is 
waste of time to be concerned about 
them, except for their conversion like 
other sinners. 


Dangerous Catholic Societies. 


The organization of Roman Catho- 
lic societies is progressing apace. The 
purely religious sodalities of men and 
women have fallen to pieces. Now it 
is the Knights of Columbus, “the 
Catholic Freemasons,” and kindred 


societies whose names would fill a 
page of this Magazine, that are push- 
ing the work of the Roman Catholic 
Church in political and commercial 
lines. Circulars are sent out by busi- 
houses saying “Our Mr. McCarthy is 
a member of the Knights of Colum- 
bus.” In many cases these firms are 
composed of Jews, who care naught 
for country or party or religion. 
They seek cnly trade. Many of Boss 
Croker’s disreputable tools and 
henchmen were Jews. 

The Catholic societies have formed 
a federation that will “sweep the 
country” as they say. The Roman 
Catholic paper, New York Freeman's 
Journal, said editorially in its issue of 
February 8, 1902: 

“The Federation of Catholic So- 
cieties has already three hundred 
thousand members although it is in 
existence only a few months. This 
means and shows business of the 
right kind. At its meeting last week 
in Columbus, O., the National Execu- 
tive Committee decided on a _ per 
capita tax of three cents on all mem- 
bers. This, while a trifling sum for 
each, will make a fund sufficient to 
enable the executive to undertake big 
work, and needless to Say there is 
work enough to be done.” 

What work is to be done? To gain 
control in this country, which the 

“knights” say belongs to them by 
right of discovery by Columbus, after 
whom they are named! Before long 
the “Federation” will have half a 
million members—a formidable army. 
We shall keep our readers informed 
on the proceedings of this organiza- 
tion. 

Patriotic Americans should be on 
the alert when the Roman Church is 
pushing her claims to supremacy 
through such organizations which 
politicians favor, as in the case of our 
excellent Mayor who, in giving out 
the names of his official staff said one 
of them was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus. Mayor Low, like 
President Roosevelt, must “keep an 
eye on Rome,” and be on his guard 
against Jesuitical intrigues. 















What Our Readers Say. 


In renewing the subscription for 
this year, a dear friend writes: “En- 
closed find one dollar to pay my sub- 
scription for 1902, and two dollars 
as a contribution to be used in the 
work you are doing. We appreciate 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC highly. 
Through the Magazine two very dear 
friends have recently left the Roman 
Catholic Church, and are now mem- 
bers of the Congregational Church.” 

Another correspondent writes: 
“Through association with Catholics 
a friend of mine was about to join 
their Church. When I heard of it I 
sent him some copies of your Maga- 
zine, and after reading them he not 
only gave up the idea of joining the 
Catholic Church, but he turned right 
around and is trying to convert these 
Catholics to the Protestant faith; and 
he expects to succeed. There is always 
something in every issue of the Mag- 
azine that is helpful, and the Christian 
spirit and good humor that permeate 
every article, even when discussing 
subjects that require strong language 
—as in dealing with the Jesuits, who 
deserve no mercy—make it the most 
acceptable reading that comes to our 
home.” 

From Baltimore a_ subscriber 
writes: “I read and read again the 
copies of the Magazine, and then loan 
them to neighbors and afterward mail 
them to friends in different parts of 
the country. I sent several copies to 
an intimate friend who is a soldier in 
the Philippines, and he writes me that 
sO many were eager to read them 
that he had little chance himself. All 
were delighted with the Magazine.” 

From one of the most cultured 
Christian ladies in the United States 
and an active worker in the cause of 
Christ, we quote the following: 

“T am very glad you have been tak- 
ing a little rest and change, and I 
am sure you have been doing good 
wherever you have chanced to go. I 
trust your vacation will restore you 
to perfect health and lengthen your 
years to very many. 


The Converted Catholic. 
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“We have been reading Dr. Chini- 
quy’s ‘Forty Years in the Church of 
Christ’ recently, and we feel that we 
cannot spare from this needy world 
such soldiers of the cross as was that 
hero of over ninety years, if by care 
the heavenly Father will let them stay. 

“T have been reading the numbers 
of THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC that 
have accumulated during my absence 
from home of two or three months, 
and always read them with a deep 
sense of their great worth in the 
work for good in the world. I have 
given away many copies—always to 
those who I know will read them— 
and I shall watch for opportunities to 
put more into appreciative hands. I| 
enclose subscription for a copy for 
the young ladies’ union of our church 
to be read aloud by one of their num- 
ber at their weekly meetings. They 
already have some copies. I hope it 
will result in ‘opening the eyes’ of 
many. 

“An Indian of the Penobscot tribe 
in Maine told me some years ago that 
there were only about five hundred 
of his tribe left, and that until THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC fell into his 
hands not a ray of light brightened 
their homes; but when he read the 
Magazine his eyes were opened. The 
schools were taught by the nuns, the 
priests directing them and the Gov- 
ernment supporting them. This In- 
dian said further that his son was a 
bigoted Catholic, but he sent him to 
General Armstrong’s school, ‘and he 
came back with his eyes opened.’ 
Thus you see good has been done.” 

Here is a letter from Ireland: 

“Dear Rev. James O’Connor:— 
I sit down to write you a few lines to 
ask you about your change of religion 
and to send me some copies of your 
Magazine. I am a Catholic myself, 
but I have often heard of you from a 
friend. I wish you would write to 
me and tell me what to do, as I am 
in great doubt about my religion. 
When I hear from you I will write 
again and will subscribe for your 


paper, but don’t let any one know 
that I wrote to you.” 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 
SIXTH SERIES. 
II. 
New York, February, 1902. 

Sir:—Much speculation has been aroused by the news that comes from 
Rome that the Pope has appointed a commission of theologians to inquire 
into the modern theories regarding Biblical inspiration, the historical evi- 
dence of the books, their authors, etc. Some persons who do not know the 
attitude of the Roman Catholic Church toward the Bible have been misled in 
thinking that the Pope desired an open, free, unbiased investigation of relig- 
ious truth as contained in the Word of God, Nothing was further from his 
mind than sucha thought. What is called “the Church” has settled that long 
ago. The Council of Trent (A. D. 1546-1563) decreed that the books of the Bi- 
ble should be received as divinely inspired. Here are the words of the decree: 
“The Council, following the example of the Fathers, receives with equal piety 
and veneration all the books of the Old as of the New Testament, the same 
God being the author of both.” That is as clear and definite as the most 
orthodox Protestant theologian could declare or the most zealous Christian 
could wish. If the Council of Trent had stopped at that definition no objection 
could be raised against the Roman Church on the ground of the inspiration of 
the Bible. But in the same sentence it added: ‘And also the unwritten tra- 
ditions.” 

Pope Pius IV (1564) affirmed the decrees of the Council of Trent in a 
summary of its acts, which is to this day, with the addition of the decrees of 
the Vatican Council (1870), the rule of faith in the Roman Catholic Church, 
and which all Roman Catholics must believe. A Protestant who becomes a 
Romanist must subscribe to this creed under oath. Here are two of its 
clauses in the order in which they appear in all Roman Catholic manuals: 

“I most firmly admit and embrace apostolical and ecclesiastical traditions, 
and all other constitutions and observances of the Roman Catholic Church. 

“T also admit the Holy Scriptures, according to the sense which our 
Holy Mother, the Church, has held and does hold them, to which it belongs to 
judge of the true sense and interpretation of the Scriptures; nor will I ever 
take and interpret them otherwise than according to the unanimous consent 
of the Fathers.” 

That is all the Roman Church has declared concerning the Bible. Tradi- 
tion, that is, all sorts of stories handed down from generation to generation, 
is of equal value with the Word of God. As there is no limit to these tradi- 
tions it can be seen that binding them up with the Bible detracts from the 
reverence due to the revealed Word. The theologians appointed by the Pope 
for the consideration of Biblical questions may discover other traditions 
beside those that are incorporated in the Roman dogma, but they will not 
dare to set aside any declaration that has been made by the Church. Many 
attempts had been made to harmonize the doctrines of the Church with the 
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teaching of the Bible, but in vain. All who tried to do so had to submit or 
leave the Church. The Bible is a dangerous book in the hands of Roman 
atholics, and it would not be a surprise if some of those theologians should 
ind the truth of God while considering the questions submitted to them. The 
story of the Christian Church is full of instances where persons have been 
‘onverted by the study of God’s Word. The Reformation of the sixteenth 
entury was founded upon the Bible. William Tyndale, who first translated 
he Bible into English, was converted while studying the Holy Book, and the 
oy he experienced induced him to give all who could read English an oppor- 
unity of learning what God had done for them. 

! repeat, Cardinal, the Bible is a dangerous book in the hands of Roman 

atholics. When I was a priest it was a common saying that the man who 
ead the Bible would some time or other be an enemy of the priest in the 
arish. I did not know why at first, but I learned afterward. Such a man has 
n independent spirit. He acquires knowledge. He wants a reason for 
elieving, and will not be content with the dictum, “The Church says so.” 
uring all the years of my life in the Roman Catholic Church I never heard 
bishop or priest commending the reading of the Bible. I am aware that 2 
ew years ago you preached a sermon in which you exhorted the peuple to 
ead the Scriptures. Soon after that I was in your city of Baltimore, and I 
nquired of your publishers whether they had sold many copies of the Douay 
‘ible in consequence of your recommendation. My question was greeted 
vith a laugh that indicated that you were not taken seriously even in your 
wn city and by your own people. The Roman Catholics do not read the 
sible. They have their catechisms and prayer books, rosary beads and scapu- 
irs, pictures and statues and many other symbols of religion. Why should 
hey read the Bible when they can find all the'religion they want in these 
xternal things? 

Nay, more, the Roman Church has opposed the reading of the Bible by 
he people in many decrees and enactments. In that same Council of Trent 
hat declared God to be the Author of the Bible, the rule was formulated that 
If the Bible be circulated everywhere indiscriminately in the common lan- 
uage of the people, more harm than good would result through the rashness 
f men.” But the bishops could give permission to read it to those whom they 
ould trust, “who would not suffer loss of faith, but would increase in piety.” 
\nd such permission should be in writing. And this minatory clause is added: 
If any one without such permission should presume to read or possess a 
sible, he cannot receive absolution of his sins until he has returned the books 
) the bishop.” 

Though you, Cardinal, and other bishops in this country say that such 
rmal permission is not now necessary, and that any Catholic can possess 
nd read the Bible—and as I have said, you so advised your people in Balti- 
1ore—it still remains true that there is a feeling that amounts to fear among 
he people that it is not right for them to read the Word of God. It is the 
xperience of every priest of your Church that persons tell in confession that 
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they have read the Bible. They are not quite certain whether it is a sin or not, 
and, being in doubt, they think they had better tell it anyhow. The priest him- 
self is in much the same condition; he does not know whether it is a sin or 
not, and so he questions the penitent as to the effect of such reading— 
whether it has weakened his faith in any of the doctrines of the Church, and 
if so, the reading must be stopped. It never enters the mind of the priest that 
faith would be strengthened by the study of the Bible. A Roman Catholic 
who reads the Bible will search in vain for the distinctive doctrines of the 
Church in the sacred volume. But it is the glory of Protestant Christianity 
that the Bible is the rule of faith and practice for all Christians. It is the 
privilege of every one to see that the truths enunciated by preachers and 
teachers in the various branches of the Church of Christ conform “to the law 
and to the testimony.” And the prophet Isaiah adds (8:20): “If they speak 
not according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them.” St. Paul 
in like manner said to the Colossians, and to all believers in Christ in every 
generation: “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the elements (or learning) of the 
world, and not after Christ.” 

During His ministry on earth our Lord commended the Old Testament 
again and again. He quoted freely from it. So did the Apostles during their 
ministry. The Church of Christ was founded upon the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures. You and your fellows in the Roman Church say that as the New Testa- 
ment was not written when the Church was established, therefore the Church 
existed before the Bible was completed. Not at all. The writers of the New 
Testament were inspired as they taught, even as when they wrote. Again and 
again did they appeal to the Old Testament, following the example of our 
Lord, who, as we read in the Gospel of Luke, said during His last interview on 
earth with His disciples, “These are the words which I spake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms concerning Me. Then 
opened He their understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures, 
and said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day; and that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem.” : 

It is not necessary to quote at length to prove the importance of reading 
the Bible. It is indeed a “lamp to the feet and a light to the path” in the 
spiritual life of every Christian. And the Catholics in the United States will 
exercise their freedom to read God’s Word like their Protestant neighbors 
and be blessed in the study of it. Their attention will be aroused by the 
Pope’s instructions to the theologians, and there will be a more general in- 
quiry as to what that wonderful Book contains. That more light might come 
to the Catholic people who read the Bible should be your prayer, as it is mine. 


Yours truly, JAMES A. O’CONNOR. 
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A YEAR IN ST. MARGARET’S CONVENT. 
BY P. H. C. 


CHAPTER V. 





A short time after, Sister Angelica said to a coterie of girls, “Father 
)’Toole is to commence his lectures this evening, and I hope you will all be 
ery attentive; he is a great preacher, and we should think ourselves much 
ivored that he makes time to come to us occasionally.” 

In the evening accordingly, the first lecture of a course was delivered. 

he subject was the Church, and the principal object this evening seemed to 
» to teach what the Church was not. 

The reverend lecturer proceeded “to analyze Protestantism,” he said; in 

ct, merély to state many things about Protestantism. He told them they 

‘should be very sorry for Protestants; they were only such because ignorant 

«f the doctrines of the Church. There was no sin that Protestantism did not 
icourage; it even sanctioned and led to polygamy, a crime permitted by 
uther and his coadjutators.” 

He further amused his audience with an anecdote illustrative of the 
prejudices of Protestants against Catholics. “A respectable and well-edu- 
cated lady,” he said, “confessed that for many years she had the idea that 
Catholics had goat’s feet, and the first time she saw one, she instinctively 
looked to see if they were human or not.” 

“Tt has ever been the task of Protestantism,” he continued, “to distort 
and misrepresent the Church. Since it burst forth like an impure stream from 
the corrupt hearts of the so-called Reformers, it has lived on calumny and 
nuisrepresentation. Truth would not answer its purposes, therefore it has 
had recourse to slander in all its contests with the Church. . . . But this 
huge swindle on man’s mind is beginning to be exploded.”* After much 
more to the same effect, he added, with dramatic gesture, “But, perchance, 
while I have been instructing my own little flock in Catholic truths, I have 
unconsciously wounded the feelings of some Protestant child—the child, at 
least, of Protestant parents. Far be such a desire from my heart. Our 
lessed Lord said, ‘Suffer the little children to come unto me,’ and so says 
the Holy Catholic Church. You, my children, are, in reality, Catholics; if 

ur varents, through some unfortunate circumstances, have held the Prot- 
estant doctrines, it is for you to lead them back to the true Church; her arms 
e open to receive both parents and children.” 

With this peroration, he closed. During the delivery of the discourse 
c'ances were sometimes exchanged between the Protestant pupils. Lucy, 
ho was seated next to Marcia, held her hand gently upon her, as she marked 

r rising indignation, and observing, as they retired, that she was about to 


ve vent to her outraged sense of truth, whispered, “Let us try to bear it, 
ster ; it is but for a little while.” 


¥ 
*“Protestantism and Infidelity,” by Father Weninger, a famous Jesuit, p. 185. 
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The foregoing are a few of the occasions on which the early training of 
our young Protestants came in conflict with the teaching and manner of life in 
the Convent, and there were many others. It is not to be supposed, however, 
that such open and offensive attacks as those of the lecturer were often made 
upon their faith; nevertheless, unobserved, though effectual means, all the 
more potent because not apprehended, were constantly at work to throw 
discredit on the Protestant religion, while “the Holy Mother Church” was 
presented in colors most attractive to their imaginations. They entered 
with zest into many of the sports and amusements of the school, and surely 
no places of education present so many means for diversion and dissipation 
of mind as the convents. The object of these institutions being to educate for 
the Church, proselyting becomes the main pursuit, to which everything else 
is subservient; no art is unemployed, no effort remitted to render the Con- 
vent an agreeable abode and a pleasant reminiscence. 

To sprinkle themselves with holy water, to kneel before the host in pre- 
tended adoration, to pray before figures of the Virgin, to cross themselves at 
meals and at other times, observances required of every pupil, were at first 
as distasteful to our young friends as the Sunday amusements, and as shock- 
ing to their moral sense, but like them, were made tolerable by habit; being 
practiced in conformity to the discipline, individual responsibility was lost; and 
though they might think, or say to one another, “it is only while we are here,” 
vet they were surely preparing their minds for the false and corrupt doctrine 
which is always the accompaniment of superstitious practices. 

It happened that Marcia had brought with her a small and beautiful 
bound copy o‘ the Pilgrim’s Progress, which she highly prized as the last 
gift of her father. It was a tiny thing, and chanced to be in her pocket when 
she arrived, and so escaped confiscation. Setting now a double value upon 
it, she took care to use it very privately, and generally carried it about her 
person; but being one day suddenly called out, she thoughtlessly laid it down. 
The beauty of the book attracted the attention of Nora O'Reilly, who had 
noticed it before in Marcia’s hand. She took it up to examine it, and opening 
it where Marcia’s mark was, read the page with indignation. 

Fired with what she deemed a holy zeal, she gave one look at the beau- 
tiful and unique bijou, and then threw it on the blazing fire, where it was 
being rapidly consumed, when Marcia entered, excited by the recollection of 
having left her treasure. A glance at the table, another at the flushed, 
conscious-looking Nora, and a third at the fire, revealed the truth, almost 
before the question, “Who took my book?” was uttered. Nora did not 
answer. 

“Is that it?” pointing to the smouldering mass on the fire. A nod was 
the reply. “Who put it there?” 

ee 


“Did it belong to you?” 
“No!” Marcia could have wept with grief for her little keepsake, but 
indignation made her feel severe. She said not another word, but when the 
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girls were assembled for study in the evening, she asked Sister Celestine, who 
presided, if she “did not consider it a breach of the eighth commandment, 
yr, as it is called here, the seventh commandment, to take the property of 
another person without their knowledge and burn it.” 

“Certainly,” answered the sister. 

“One of the girls has taken a book of mine, and burned it—a book I 
valued much, as the gift of my father.” 

‘““Indeed—who has done this?” 

“Nora O’Reilly,” ‘said Marcia, hesitatingly, almost regretting having 
made so grave a charge against a schoolmate, even though she deserved it. 

“Nora O'Reilly!” called the teacher. 

“Tt was a book full of slander on the Pope,” exclaimed Nora. 

“That alters the case; we allow no heretical books in the convent.” 

“Indeed, it is a good book,” replied Marcia, “and the page Nora hap- 
pened on is, I believe, the only place in which the Pope is mentioned.” 

“If it contained anything discreditable to the Holy Father, the book was 
heretical,” said the sister, crossing herself. 

“And Nora was right?” interrogated Marcia. 

“Nora should have taken it to Sister Viatica.” 

“Thank you,” said Marcia, coolly. “I only wanted to know about the 
eighth commandinent.” 

On another occasion Sister Anastasia was edifying a number of girls 
with arguments and aec:otes to prove the reality of the change or the bread 
into the body of Christ, in the Eucharist. The last was that of a woman who 
doubted the change, and who, to satisfy herself, contrived to slip the wafer 
into her hand and carry it away, when, on opening the hand, lo! there was a 
piece of fiesh! 

“Well,” remarked Marcia, demurely, her credulity having been largely 
drawn upon, “I should not have believed that if I had seen it myself, but if 
you say it is true, Sister Anastasia, I suppose it is not to be questioned.” 
Sister Anastasia was called away, but the girls pursued the theme, and after 
listening in silence awhile, Marcia remarked, “Since you like anecdotes about 
the sacraments so much, perhaps you would like to hear one that I know.” 

“Yes, yes.” 

“My story is a difficult question in Roman theology, and I am afraid 
none of you will be abie to solve it, for it has puzzled wiser heads.” 

“Let us hear it,” cried several; “let us hear it.” 

“A priest of your Church has said that in Spain, where he lived, it was 
customary in winter to consecrate one large Host at mass and many smaller 
ones that would last a month; but in summer, on account of the excessive 
heat, they consecrated every week; and yet, although they took this precau- 
tion, it often corrupted, putrefied, and produced worms, as he had himself 
many times witnessed. If then Christ is in the Host, with his body, soul, and 
divinity, how comes it that that Host, which you say is Christ, sometimes cor- 


rupts, etc.? The Bible says, ‘Christ shall never see corruption,’ and again, are 
the worms a part of Christ? Who can tell?” 
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There was silence for a few moments. “I don’t believe it,” said one; “‘it 
could not become corrupt if it were Christ.” 

“T think not,’ remarked Marcia. 

Marcia was not popular. Many were the occasions on which she stood 
forth to rebuke, sometimes jestingly, sometimes gravely, the usages she knew 
or fancied to be wrong; and her really kind disposition, and her desire to 
please scarcely saved her from being disliked, while her spirit of witty sar- 
casm was stimulated by the system of perpetual espionage practiced over the 
girls. Whenever Romanism and Protestantism were discussed among the 
girls, she had been the champion for the latter, and her retentive memory and 
ready tact, supported by the truth, had invariably brought her out victor in 
these little encounters. She sometimes even ventured an indirect thrust, as 
we have seen, at some of the sisters, and she was doubtless marked as a girl 
whom it would be well to silence. Looking with contempt on the supersti- 
tious forms she continually witnessed, she yet became interested in many of 
those who took part in them, and she signed to think of the darkness in which 
they groped. Had any one suggested at this time that she would ever become 
a Romanist she would have exclaimed with indignation, “Is thy servant a 
dog, that he should do this thing?” But human nature, unsupported by grace, 
is wholly impotent to resist error. 


CHAPTER VI. 


‘Proudly secure, yet liable to fall 
By weakest subtleties,” —MILToN, 

Notwithstanding the favorable impression made by the superior on the 
mind of Mrs. Chamberlain in their interview, she was still troubled by many 
apprehensions. Mr. Chamberlain had not been so much pleased on that 
occasion; on the contrary, fears were aroused in his mind which he had not 
before felt, and he resolved to expedite his business to the utmost and remove 
his children from influences under which he regretted having placed them. 
His convictions of the danger of these influences were constantly strengthened 
as he witnessed the infidelity and debasing superstitions which pervade all 
classes of society in the countries in which they were now sojourning, both 
of which evils he recognized as the legitimate fruits of Romish institutions; 
and when Mrs. Chamberlain proposed to write to an old schoolmate who 
resided in Washington, near the convent of St. Margaret, requesting her to 
visit their daughters, he readily concurred. A visit from Mrs. Harris would 
have been far more satisfactory, but Mr. Chamberlain had been a little 
offended at her rebuke and did not like now to ask her interference. 

The letter was accordingly dispatched to Mrs. Arnot, a lively and amiable 
woman, who: soon presented herself at the convent, requesting to see the 
Misses Chamberlain. She would have taken them home with her to remain 
the following day, which was Sunday, but the superior said it was against the 
rules for the pupils to be absent on Sunday; she gave permission, however, 
for them to visit her on the following Thursday. 
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Mrs. Arnot thought this a bad arrangement, as the Protestant pupils 
were thus debarred all the religious privileges of their own church; but the 
rules must, of course, be respected, and she promised to call for the girls on 
Thursday morning and bring them back on the next day. 

With much satisfaction Marcia and Lucy had received their visitor and 
her invitation; for it was the first call they had had since their residence in 
the convent, and with lively anticipation of enjoyment they entered Mrs. 
Arnot’s carriage on the appointed day. 

Marcia’s humorous and graphic descriptions of convent life afforded 
much amusement to their new friends, and suggested afterward graver re- 
flections. 

“The establishment is quite a model of neatness,” remarked Mrs. Arnot. 
“I suppose the pupils are taught excellent habits of order and method.” 

The girls laughed. “Where no oxen are, the crib is clean,” said Marcia; 
‘we have nothing to exercise us in that way save the clothes we have on and 


the books we study. I assure you we have not seen our trunks since our 
arrival.” 


“Why, what has become of them?” 

“They keep them stored somewhere, and such things as they consider 
necessary for us we find laid on our bed or hung on the chair that sets beside 
it in the dormitory. I often sigh for something whereon to exercise my in- 
genuity, and I think the total absence of care occasions much mischief; at 
Mrs. Hackley’s, I know, the boarders had some oversight of their clothes, 


and it was very pleasant to them.” 

“But you may sew and embroider at the convent.” 

“Oh, yes, embroidery is their forte. I think if all the time spent in cari- 
caturing Christ and the apostles and the Virgin Mary was spent in study, 
they would send out better scholars.” 

“Father said we should have examples of fine manners in the sisters,” 
said Lucy, “but really, except the superior, I don’t think that any of them can 
be said to have any manners. I did think she was splendid when I first came, 
but I do not admire her now. They all keep their eyes turned to the ground 
as if it were a sin to look up at the sky and the trees and all the glorious 
things God has made; and that gives them an ugly underlook—but they can 
see everything around them.” 

“Oh, you have no idea the vigilance exercised over the pupils,” said 
Marcia, “especially by the angels; but perhaps you do not know what the 
angels are.” 


“Angels,” answered Mrs. Arnot, gravely, “the Bible says are ministering 
spirits.” 

“Our angels are watching spirits; they watch us by day, they watch us 
by night, in school and out of school; they listen when we talk, and are ever 
there to set right what they deem wrong; after all, they are but human, and we 
often elude them; indeed, the girls take pleasure in doing so, if only for mis- 
chief.” 


“Do the angels nothing but watch?” 
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“Oh, yes, they unite many other offices with that; they are our chaper- 
ones when we go out.” 

‘That is perhaps part of the office you mentioned,” remarked Mrs. Arnot. 
“T remember Miss Sedgwick says that she could always decide, when in Italy, 
on meeting a governess with her pupils, what was their nationality by the 
order of procession. The English or American governess walked in front of 
her pupils, while the French or Italian, deeming it necessary her eye should 
be unceasingly on her charge, took the rear.” 

“I wish you could see Sister Victorine,” said Marcia; ‘she is the most 
important of the angels, and a curtosity in her way. I do not know what 
father would say if he could see and hear our model. She took several of us, 
by especial invitation, to Mrs. Sharpe’s last week, and when we arrived that 
lady was standing at the gate to receive us. ‘How do you do, Sister Victor- 
ine,’ she said; ‘walk in, young ladies.’ ‘No, thank you,’ answered Sister Vic- 
torine, to our astonishment, ‘we are just walking out, not going to visit any 
one.’ Oh, do come in,’ said Mrs. Sharpe, smiling; ‘why, Mother Cherubina 
told me you would come.’ ‘Did she? Oh, well, we will come in a few min- 
utes.’ And when we were walking in the garden she kept saying, ‘Don’t 
trouble the flowers, girls,’ and then to Mrs. Sharpe, ‘Young people have to 
be looked after, you know,’ just as if we were all thieves. It would have been 
very mortifying if she had not been so ridiculous; and Mrs. Sharpe did not 
seem to attach any importance to her suggestions, but was very polite. As we 
went home, she said with much self-complacency, ‘You see, girls, I made her 


believe it was just an accident that we went there. That’s the way to do in 
society.’ Helen turned scarlet, and said, ‘But, Sister Victorine, it was not 


’ 99 


“And what did she say?” 

‘““*Oh, hush, you little darling, you don’t know any more about society 
than the Mother herself. I go about; I know,’ with a comical jerk that threw 
her large bonnet out of its place.” 

“T don’t think you seem in much danger of becoming a devout Roman- 
ist, Marcia,” suggested Mr. Arnot. 

“T hope not,” she answered; “why, you cannot imagine the groveling 
puerilities which the sisters believe and practice. Here,” she continued, draw- 
ing a small picture of the Virgin from her bosom, “is a charm which Sister 
Angelica gave me to preserve me from evil during my absence.” 

“You must have had a little faith,” rejoined the gentleman, “to induce 
you to place it there.” 

‘There is the faith I have in it,” she exclaimed, dashing it to the floor, 
and placing her foot upon it. 

The act and the passionate manner which accompanied it startled Mr. 
and Mrs. Arnot, and the latter said, “I do not worship the Virgin, but she 
was pronounced blessed among the women, and although her name has been 
abused to sanction idolatry and superstition, we must honor her as the Mother 


of our Lord Jesus Christ.” J. 2A 


true. 
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“Certainly, | do so honor her,” replied Marcia, “but these pictures are 


made for the very idolatrous and superstitious practices of which you speak, 
and we see them constantly so used in the convent. Only think of Sister 
Angelica, otherwise a sensible woman, believing that a scrap of paper with a 
daub of paint on it could keep me from harm. It seems so heathenish.” 

“It would have been better to tell the sister you did not believe in 
charms, and decline to take it,” said Mrs. Arnot. 

Perhaps so,” said Marcia, remembering it was the fear of offending Sis- 
ter Angelica which had prevented her so doing. 

“I think we may report to your mother she may make herself easy on 
the score of proselyting,” said Mr. Arnot. 

“T believe it will not be long before they make one proselyte,” said Lucy. 

“Who is that?” 

“Helen Burton. She was always a very religious girl, and I am sure 
they are trying to make a Romanist of her, and a nun, too.” 

“Poor child!” said Mrs. Arnot, “but one could expect nothing else than 
that she should become a Roman Catholic. I always thought it very strange 
of Judge Burton to send his daughter there, and she so young, too.” 

“Oh,” said Marcia, “Judge Burton is half a Romanist himself.” 

“His wife,” rejoined Mrs. Arnot, “I well remember as the loveliest, the 
most spiritually minded woman I ever knew. How grieved she would have 
been to know that her child would be so trained.” 

“And Helen is lovely, too; so good, so amiable! It is a shame to make a 
nun of her!” said Lucy. 

“How do you know they will?” asked Marcia. 

“Oh, don’t you see how much the sisters make of her? Sister Catherine 
pets her so much, and Sister this one must have her here, and Sister that one 
wants her to make the wafers, and they try to make her do just as they do. If 
the girls did not love Helen so much there would be a great cry of partiality. 
She has a large fortune, independent of her father.” 

“The greater the pity for that! They, of course, think they are doing 
the best for her; but that will not make up to her-for the loss of the pure 
faith bequeathed to her by her mother.” 

The convent with its peculiarities was not the only subject of conversa- 
tion. Many other topics of interest to the visitors made the hours pass pleas- 
antly, and Marcia and Lucy thought, when they retired, that the day had been 
the shortest of the session. 

Mrs. Arnot returned with them to the convent on the following day, and 
said to the superior, “I would like to have the girls come often to visit me.” 

“Not often,” smilingly replied the lady ; “we find these visits break sadly 
on the routine of study.” 

“But if you would permit them to come on Saturday and return on Mon- 
day morning, it would not interrupt their studies.” 

“Our rules are otherwise.” 

“Then, some Thursday I shall call again for them,” and Mrs. Arnot 
departed. 
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The visit made a pleasant episode, breaking, as it did, the monotony of 
their daily life. 
A tedious illness and unforeseen domestic circumstances prevented Mrs. 


Arnot from carrying out her intention of having them with her again very 
soon. She did not, however, fail to write to Mrs. Chamberlain a full and 
encouraging account of her daughters, detailing several incidents as indica- 
tive of their safety from the dangers she apprehended. 

“We might have known it,” said Mr. Chamberlain, laying down the letter 
with a feeling of relief. “Marcia is not the girl to be taken in by such stuff. 
I'll warrant she will be sounder in the faith from contact with their super- 
stitions.” 

Mrs. Arnot does not say so much about Lucy,” remarked Mrs. Chamber- 
lain. 

“Marcia will keep her right.” 

“T hope so. Oh, I do hope it will all turn out right,” ejaculated the 
mother, “but I shall never leave my children again. It is a fearful thing, Mr. 
Chamberlain, for parents to trust their children to strangers. I thought so 
_the other day when I saw that poor young creature taking the veil. They 
said she was English, too; I wondered how she came there, and thought of 
our own dear ones. It is a comfort that Marcia is a girl of such strong, good 
sense.” 

“A bit too self-reliant,” remarked Mr. Chamberlain, biting his lip; “that is 
her danger. That affair of the picture is just like her, so enthusiastic in her 
convictions. It is well she was taught the truth; error in Marcia would be 
dreadful, as Mrs. Harris said. But all is well, you see, dear, and I have great 
hope of being able to start homeward before midsummer. We must, mean- 
time, content ourselves, and trust our children to God.” 

“Oh, that is what troubles me. I sometimes feel that if we had really 
trusted them to God, we should not have left them at the convent. I never 
realized so fully the responsibilities of parents as I have done lately.” 

“No doubt, my dear; I have had much serious thoughts myself of late, 


but now, having such good accounts of the girls, we must be thankful and 
hope for the best.” 
(To be continued.) 


Mr. McCarthy’s Book. editions of the book have appeared in 
Orders for “Five Years in Ireland, England in six months, Price $1.75. 


1895-1900,” by Counsellor McCarthy Bound Volume for 1901 
of Dublin, who places all the “woes : 


; The bound volume of THE Con- 
of Ireland” at the doo O ri : ean 
id” at the door of Rome will Earp CaTHoLic for last year is now 
be received at this office, and the 


ready; price in cloth, $1.50; in paper 
books will be forwarded in due time. covers, $1. As only a limited number 
Mr. McCarthy is a Roman Catholic of copies have been bound, the 
who speaks the truth; and what he _ friends who desire to possess this 
says about the Roman Catholic volume should make early applica- 
Church will receive attention. Five tion. Address this office. 
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Americanize the Foreigners. 


At the convention of the American 
Federation of Labor in Scranton, Pa., 
the first week of January, Edward 
F. McSweeney, the assistant immi- 
gration commissioner of New York, 
said: “The present influx of for- 
eigners, if continued, will place the 
economic and social conditions of the 
country in their hands in two genera- 
tions.” Mr. McSweeney is a Roman 
Catholic, and he knows that three- 
fourths of those foreigners are of the 
same faith, so that according to this 
competent authority the Roman 
Catholic Church hopes to capture the 
country through its economic and 
social conditions. There is food for 
reflection there. In every large fi- 
nancial institution in New York there 
are some Roman Catholics among 
the directors and managers, and we 
presume it is the same in other cities. 
Mr. Schwab, the manager of the 
great steel trust is a Romanist, so is 
John D. Crimmins, Judge Morgan J. 
O’Brien, and scores of others who 
are noted as financiers. And now 
comes Senator Chauncey M. Depew 
who, in_ his old age, has married a 
Catholic. The Roman Church will 
be well represented in Washington 
this season, for Adjutant-General 
Corbin has also married a Roman 
Catholic. Let us hope our President 
and Mayor Low will be “strenuous” in 
the Protestant faith. We are living 
in troublous times, notwithstanding 
the great matefial progress of the 
country. Expansion of trade and 
imperialistic policies seem to occupy 


the minds of tmén to the exclusion of 
the claims of Almighty God. That 
is just what the Roman Church most 
desires. When Protestants forget 
their God, Rome will prevail. 


Why | am a Christian and Not 
a Romanist. 

A remarkable pamphlet by the 
Hon. Alexander Mudd, Montgomery 
City, Mo., has been forwarded to us 
by the author, who is known to many 
of our readers as a converted Catho- 
lic and a member of the old family of 
that name in Maryland. This pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is in the form of a 
letter addressed as follows: “To my 
very dear and now only living Sister 
Ann, of the Carmelite Convent, Bal- 
timore, Maryland.” Mr. Mudd had 
this letter printed, as he says, “to ex- 
plain to my many importunate Catho- 
lic relatives and other friends the rea- 
sons why I abandoned the Roman 
Catholic Church and can never 
return to it; and why I must ever 
live and die a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, my one and only 
recognized Priest, King and Proph- 
et, and to Whom alone I can 
ever make the voluntary sacrifice 
and surrender of my own personal 
will.” The temptation to quote many 
passages is very great, but we advise 
our readers to send to the author for 
a copy, enclosing stamps for postage. 
The venerable author, who had been 
a member of the Legislature of his 
State, has a direct, vigorous style of 
writing such as was characteristic of 


the West years ago. Though in his 
eighty-second year (his sister the nun 
to whom the pamphlet is addressed 
is seventy-five) his mind is clear and 
his testimony sound. Like General 
T. M. Harris, whose “Experiences of 
a Christian Soldier” will be resumed 
in the March CoNVERTED CATHOLIC, 
Mr. Mudd is one of the grand old 
men of our generation. His address 
is Hon. Alexander Mudd, Montgom- 
ery City, Missouri. 
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A New Reference Bible. 
Charles C. Cook is the latest and 
most enterprising publisher in New 
York to issue religious works of the 
highest character. those 
mentioned in the cover pages of this 


3esides 


Magazine, he has published a unique 
edition of the Bible, in which the ref- 
erences and marginal notes are print- 
ed in full on the same page with the 
text. It is the most convenient Bible 
we have ever handled. Many persons 
are deterred from looking up the ref- 


erences because of the time and labor 
involved in turning to the numerous 
passages scattered in the different 
books. All that is obviated in this 
edition; the references in full are be- 
fore the reader. It makes Bible study 
not only easier, but a delightful expe- 
rience to use this edition. The refer- 
ences were compiled by Dr. Jamie- 
son, the great Biblical scholar. There 
is a full concordance and index as in 
the best teachers’ bibles. The notes 
are a commentary in which “Scripture 
interprets Scripture.” We cordially 
commend this edition of the Bible to 
our readers. The price is $5. Ad- 
dress Charles C. Cook, 47 Broad 
street, New York. 


Scots Worthies. 


Another boéok that we _ heartily 
commend to our readers is Howie’s 
“Scots Worthies,” a new edition of 
which has been issued by Rev. Dr. 
Kerr, of Glasgow. The price is $1.50. 


How to Attract and Hold an 


Audience. 

A new book, with this title, has just 
come from the press of Hinds & 
Noble, publishers, Cooper Institute, 
by Dr. J. Berg Esenwein, professor 
of English language and literature in 
the Pennsylvania Military College, 
Chester, Pa. What an inspiring book, 
the reader will say, as he reads and 
studies page after page of this vol- 
ume. No better treatise on the sub- 
ject of public speaking can be had 
than this helpful and entertaining 
book. Veteran speakers will renew 
their youth and get many new and 
fresh points in holding an audience 
from this volume, while young men 
will find it conducive to success in the 
pulpit or platform. Unlike 
works on and oratory, 
there is not a dry page in this vol- 
ume. 


many 
elocution 


As a literary work its style is 
admirable and the matter entertain- 
ing. Our readers, especially young 
ministers, will thank us for calling 
their attention to this useful book. It 
can be had from the publishers or 
from the author, Dr. J. Berg Esen- 
wein, Chester, Pa., price $1. 
scineienillgeaaiiale 


The Purple and Scarlet Woman 
and Her Relatives. 


This new book, by Rev. Albert B. 
King, is meeting with great favor. It 
deserves the success it has attained. 
The exposure of the false religion of 
Rome is all the more scathing be- 
cause it is done in the spirit of a 
Christian who relies on God's Word 
as the grounds of our faith. The book 
will be sent free for one new subscrib- 
er to THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, or 
for fifty cents with a renewal of sub- 
scription for this year. This is a rare 
opportunity to get such a book. Ad- 
dress this office. 





